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give a judicious, balanced, detailed portrait of all aspects of nonpublic
schools—students, teachers, administrators, trustees, finances, state aid, and
public policy. In his discussion, Kraushaar distinguishes among and com-
pares Protestant, Catholic, and independent schools. He insists, “'It seems
equally obvious that for the public schouls to acquire a virtual monopoly in
educating the young would be a major social disaster.’

The first half of American Nonpublic Schools is descriptive. Kraushaar,
relying heavily on Mcl.achlan, sketches the antecedents of independent
schools, stressing the enormous variety of day schools and their connection
with Progressivisin. Many of his subsequent findings are predictable, but
Kraushaar has given statistical confirmation to “what everyone knew" and
has lucidly and objectively sketched out the dilemmas facing independent
schools. He is generally complimentary to independent schools—thoughwith
the usual recipe of reforms that seem either bland or impractical.

The other comprehensive survey of independent schools today is Leonard
Baird’s The Elite Schools. Baird, who is a staff psychologist at Educational
Testing Service, sent detailed questionnaires to thirty-five boarding schools
and seven day schools. He supplemented the survey responses with *‘several
thousand comments written by students, teachers, and administrators and
many face-to-face interviews.”'s Baird praises independent schools for stress-
ing academic exccllence, producing leaders, and attempting some educational
experiments. However, he is skeptical of the progress independent schools
have made in ethical training and, like Kraushaar, wants ‘‘a wider view of
excellence."s

Again, the ecipe of reforms is not particularly original; and Baird, like
Kraushaar, seems to accept the questioning of the 1960s. Baird allows that a
degree of acadcmic excellence is necessary for the successful functioning of our
society, and that the clients of independent schools will probably continue to
demand excellence, even if ““excellence and comfort are not always completely
compatible.””? The Elite Schools does have an interesting chapler making a
limited compatison between independent schools and elite suburban schools.

The National Association of Independent Schools attempts to collect any
information that appears in newspapers or magazines about independent
schools. They have a fairly reliable clipping service {or the years 1970-1979, a
service that offers an interesting look at how private schools are presented to
the public. From 1940-1970 there were a number of celebratory stories,
generally in Time, Newsweek, and Town and Country, presenting a lavorable
picture of independent schools.

In the late sixties and early seventies, however, there were some discordant
notes. Enrollments dipped, prep school students were affected by the
counterculture, and some schools closed. Town and Country ran an article
entitled “Are 1he Privileged Schools Obsolete?™” and Travel'and Leisure found
there was a “‘Crisis under the Elns.”
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For the last [ew years, however, newspapers and magazines lave been uite
kind to independent schools. Independent schools are portrayed as the enemy
ol permissiveness, as being academically rigotous, and as siressing the basics.
They are presented as recruiting Turther down in the middle class, as dipping

into the working class via scholarships, and as no longe being “snob”
schools. Independent-school teachers are seen as [ree from the trade-union
mentality, as hard-working, idealistic, and caring even il underpaid.

What conclusions, if any, can we draw from this mélange of commentary?
Much of it centers on the name boarding schools of New England —probably
because they are old, have records, are ‘“‘total” institutions (influencing
impressionable adolescents day and night); and because journalists, scholars,
and the public are not so interested in the ordinary. There is little on day
schools except [rom Kraushaar and Baird. There are no scholarly field studies,
such as two recently done on Canadian private schools, and no significant
large-scale questionnaire studies.

The literature agrees that the boarding schools were rural retreats, escapes
from busy [athers and doting mothers, and [eeders of particular colleges; and
that they offered a strenuous blend of academic work and athletics, a blend
that allegedly built character and prepared one [or professional jobs.
Predictably, the literature disagrees on whether the schools were set,up to
cement class position and on whether they suessed intellect, character, and
public service or money-making and membership in the upper classes. The
commentators are uniformly complimentary about the quality of the
intellectual education offered. Baluzell and Prescott come closest to being
serious critics of American independent schools; and they are quite gentle
compared with George Orwell, Graham Greene, or Alec Waugh.

Baird and Kraushaar would like a wider view ol excellence—more arts,
individualization, rclevance, and an “emphasis on values, attitudes and
feelings.”® Books written during the 1960s criticized rigid rules, autocratic
headmasters, and antiquated curriculums; and fictional accounts were
hostile, linding boarding schools petty and stifling.

The literature on headmasters suggests that the freedom of independent
schools encourages educational entrepreneurship. Since 1940, media coverage
has been [avorable, except [or some discordant notes in the 1960s. In the last
few years, reporters have been particularly complimentary, mentioning
independent schools’ concern with quality and a diverse student body.

The literature, unfortunately, does not directly answer some ol the ques-
tions posed in the introduction to this review. We will have to wait on several
studies underway lor comparisons with public schools and for observations
on the consequences of freedom from the state and dependency on paying
clients. We have litte, lor example, on what freedom means for teachers, the
classroom, and curriculum. And public school proponents will insist that
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such comparisons are meaningless as long as independent schools can select
pleasant, intelligent, motivated students and exclude the difficult.
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